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A YEAR OF RESILIENCE AND INNOVATION



Message from the Founder

Greetings from NYC, USA!

The advent of social media made me conquer barriers in 
communication, especially on Facebook.

While in NY, which is  over 8,000 miles total  straight line 
flight distance  away, I was able to create a society that 
can eventually  change the mindset of  Filipinos via 
education,  about critical thinking, science, logic, reason, 
and eradication of superstition.

In short, I want to see the sunset of religion.

Since HAPI’s inception in 2013, I have encountered the 
strengths and frailties of humanity. With emotional peaks 
and valleys, I am still here, which means, it is feasible to 
bounce back,  each time someone punches you in the 
face, or stabs you in the back.
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HAPI is a very dynamic society, we always evolve for the 
better. We constantly weed out the undesirables, or they 
just weed themselves out. On the positive note, we have 
had numerous events and activities despite the 
pandemic. A proof that humanism does not stop amid 
pandemic.

There were a lot of new events  that we conducted,  like 
that in Mount Haduan, a commencement of our 
HAPI-Literacy school with the IP,  called Aetas in 
Pampanga.

HAPI-kids in Alabang, HAPI-ARK in Bacolod and HAPI 
junior events in collaboration with other youth groups are 
mainstays in HAPI since 2014.

La Union just started after a huge  event in a school. 
HAPI-Green movement prospered also.

But the best thing that happened during the pandemic 
was, the  strengthening of HAPI Scholars.
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Which I started in 2018. I added more to make it eleven 
scholars,  with ages ranging from 13-26. HAPI scholars’  
group was a phenomenal group garnering 11, 000 likes in 
barely 5 months and reaching 4 million reach at their FB 
page.

These scholars are so amazing that, I do not have to do 
much for them, but,  finance some events. They are also in 
charge of the HAPI website manned by Bryan since 2015.

The website is teeming with scholarly articles for the very 
first time in my 10 advocacy years.

Very recently, a new financial team has been appointed. 
Angie and Mutya are multi-taskers, hard working duo,  
that will do everything to reach new heights of success. 
They are good mothers,  on top of being event planners,  
and eggheads of events in Metro Manila and beyond.

This is our 7th anniversary , and on our 8th year which is 
2021, it should be better.
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We are looking at expanding the chapters especially in 
Mindanao region.

“I will be HAPI forever” is now,  my mantra. I am ms M, I am 
not afraid. Do not underestimate a woman with a passion.

I  did not get here by chance. I worked hard for it, with my 
blood, sweat and tears.

Marissa Torres Langseth , RN, MSN ANP (Retired)
HAPI Founder
HAPI Chairperson Emeritus
HAPI Chief Mission Officer
HAPI Scholars’ Founder  and Philanthropist
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Message from the Chairman
HAPI, 2021 AND BEYOND

As I sit here thinking about a year end message, one thing 
keeps running around in my mind.   Who saw the global 
pandemic coming?   I certainly did not, and I think it’s fair 
to say that very few people, countries, governments or 
organizations did. Few saw and even fewer understood 
pandemic and what its impact would be on society, 
culture and the very way that we live. And because short 
sightedness and lack of planning many governments did 
not plan for the pandemic, nor did they have a 
coordinated response at the federal level to address it 
head-on. As a long time professional city planner, I have 
seen the one thing that sets any government, country, 
and organizations apart is how they plan for and react to 
disasters, both natural and man-made. 

Look at the communities we serve. Pre-pandemic the 
people that we serve often struggle to meet the basic 
daily necessities of life. Even how much more have they 
now been impacted? 
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What did we do? We adapted, focused our efforts and 
stepped up our game. We provided critical PPE’s and food 
stuff to the first line responders. And we didn’t do it once; 
we did it over and over again. We reached out to families 
to provide food and other necessities. Again, not once but 
over and over again were there to help. Covid did not 
deter HAPI from its core values, or mission. Our 
membership is fearless. So fearless are our members that I 
worried and laid awake at night stressing over the 
possibility that one or more of our members would get 
Covid. So I advised certain people to slow down and to 
quarantine themselves. Of course, I don’t know anyone 
that followed my admonition. During this pandemic we 
thrived. We grew our membership, we continued our 
programs, and we adapted and grew stronger.

The coming year promises to be particularly 
unpredictable given the interactions between the 
pandemic and the uneven economic recovery and 
fractious geopolitics worldwide. But again, it’s how we 
react as an organization to change that makes the 
difference. 
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We now have an injection of new leadership into our 
ranks.  Recently we have expanded our BOT, boosted our 
HAPI Scholar’s programs and have created a new 
leadership position of CEO and appointed Mr. Javan Lev 
Poblador as the CEO to provide leadership and direction 
for the implementation of the BOT’s priorities, policies and 
the organizations programs. With the leadership of Mr. 
Poblador as our new CEO we have a great opportunity in 
these difficult times to live up to our core values and 
mission. 

Let’s not fool ourselves. 2021 will continue to be 
challenging to say the least. In 2021 poverty will rise to 
levels unseen in decades. Governments and NGO’s will 
struggle to respond. All this suffering will exacerbate 
political instability and social unrest. But as we enter our 
2nd year of the pandemic, let’s be bold in our actions. Let's 
focus our efforts. Let’s continue from the grass-roots and 
bottom-up improving the quality of life for our members 
and people we serve. As we all know, real change begins 
from the bottom. So let’s be that change. 
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The coming year will test us. We know that the in the 
pandemic the plague of poverty will spread even further.  
2021 will test our determination and passion as humanists 
and members of HAPI. Let’s not falter. We have work to 
do. Roll up your sleeves and get at the task of humanity. 
Happy HAPI new year to our members and best wishes for 
a healthy, happy and kindness filled  2021.

Best regards,

Michael Sherman, AICP, Chair

Humanist Alliance Philippines, International
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Who We Are

Humanist Alliance Philippines, International is an 
organization made up of members from all different 
walks of life. This inclusivity shines through in our many 
different advocacies and in the projects carried out by the 
members. The many parts that create the whole are a 
reflection of the many locations where chapters can be 
found and the diverse personalities that find common 
ground in humanitarian work. 
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Mission Statement

• To effectively promote secular humanism.

• Along with allies in the international world, awaken the 
Filipino people to share and practice the same vision – 
that only people can help other people, that only 
humanity can save humanity.

• To focus on ensuring church-state separation and ending 
religious privilege in the Philippines.

• Will work in harmony with any institution (religious or 
nonreligious) for the betterment of humanity

• To stand and fight through peaceful discussion and 
dialogue for equal rights for all human beings, not 
restricted by religious or political doctrine or dogma.

• To help those in need, regardless of religion, non-belief, 
or political ideology.

• To promote science, logic, and empathy as guiding lights 
towards humanity’s morality and evolution.

• To openly question and expose the inequalities of 
religious and political ideology that continue to needlessly 
divide mankind in the process of abolishing them to unite 
all in one common family of humanity. 11



Vision

A world that champions humanism through common 
sense, reason, and logic.
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Why We Operate in the 
Philippines

As the country of the founder’s birth, the Philippines holds 
a special place in her heart. Her passion and 
determination to introduce secularism and critical 
thinking to the Filipino people is what has rooted the 
Humanist Alliance Philippines, International here. By 
offering a safe space of acceptance for those who want to 
break out of the cycles of forced tradition or religious 
oppression, more Filipinos are starting to question what 
they have been told to believe for so long. 

The desire to encourage the Filipino people to get rid of 
stigmas, defend and protect human rights, do good for 
the sake of simply doing what is right, and encouraging 
making logical decisions is what keeps HAPI going. It may 
not always be easy due to the deeply religious history of 
the country, but this only motivates the organization more 
to spread information and make it accessible to the 
people.
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2020 Events and Activities Review
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2020 Events and Activities Review

Humanist Alliance Philippines, International was able to 
accomplish quite a few things despite the pandemic. Prior 
to the ‘new normal’, HAPI was able to partner with Project 
Red Ribbon and held the ‘Duyan’ event for children who 
are living with HIV. Shortly after that, relief operations 
were put into motion for those affected by the Taal 
Volcano eruption. Another milestone for 2020 was the 
initiative to provide bicycles for the indigenous people of 
Mt. Haduan. 
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Once the pandemic began and travel restrictions were 
implemented, HAPI was still able to provide masks, 
alcohol, food and other items for frontliners in various 
locations. This was put into action simultaneously by the 
HAPI lead convenors and after a request for donations was 
made through social media platforms.

The next call for action was when Typhoon Rolly and 
Typhoon Ulysses ravaged through certain parts of the 
Philippines. Once donations were received, the funds 
were sent directly to lead convenors in Bicol and 
Tuguegarao, Cagayan. They were able to provide food and 
other basic needs for those affected by the storms and 
flooding. 

Finally, with the restrictions lifted and the possibility of 
travel within the metro, HAPI JR was able to swing into full 
force by reviving HAPI KIDS – Alabang, forming new 
chapters in Sta. Cruz, Manila, Caloocan City and 
Parañaque City.  HAPI JR. was also able to take Silong 
Tanglaw Foundation, a home for boys, under its wing.
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In order to provide a workspace more conducive to 
productivity, our new HAPI headquarters is now in Malolos 
City, Bulacan. 

And to celebrate Humanist Alliance Philippines, 
International’s 7th year anniversary and inauguration of 
the new headquarters, we gave the mothers of HAPI 
Bulacan a free Basic First Aid Training Course. 

Although it was not possible to fulfill all of HAPI’s original 
plans for 2020, it was still a year of resilience and creative 
ways to help humanity. 
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Impact Story

The Silong Tanglaw Foundation found itself a special 
place in the heart of HAPI during the strict lockdown 
restrictions when the pandemic hit the Philippines. 
Although this was originally a personal outreach project of 
one HAPI officer, the experience of the boys’ home during 
the lockdown led to the programs now specifically 
planned for them. 

The foundation is a home for boys whose parents cannot 
afford to provide their basic needs, including education. 
They rely on their sponsors and donations for food and 
other items. Unfortunately, due to the lockdown, many of 
their sponsors failed to check on them and they struggled 
desperately to meet their daily needs. Despite the 
struggle, they made it work. When this came to light and 
HAPI received news of their situation, they started off by 
donating funds for grocery items. 
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Once visits were allowed and travel was possible, HAPI 
officers went to pay them a visit. This led to a donation 
drive to provide them with the materials needed to 
improve their vegetable garden. This thrilled the children 
and they took pride in the garden they had built. 
Unfortunately, the typhoons destroyed what they 
originally planted, but they are ready to start again. 

When classes started and they had to start online 
learning, HAPI was able to collect donations for gadgets 
that are currently being used for classes. This was done 
with such speed and efficiency that the house mothers 
were in awe. 

Their previous sponsors and donors have started 
delivering goods again. However, they always recall the 
struggle and the difficulties they experienced when the 
metro was on complete lockdown. They also recall who 
remembered them in those moments and they are 
extremely grateful that they were not completely 
forgotten. 

19



Financial Report
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Financial Report
Overall Graph
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Donation Drive 251,765.09php

Donation from private 
individuals

659,776.59php

Donation from institution, 
grants

538,067.69php

TOTAL 1,449,609.37php
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Expenses

●Donation Drive
1. Duyan
2. Bikes for Haduan
3. Taal Relief Ops
4. COVID19 Relief Ops
5. Typhoon Rolly, 

Ulysses Relief Ops

-40,135.60
-35,540.00
-46,314.49
-86,775.00
-42,000.00

Donation institution, grants -538,067.69

HAPI Chapters Event
● La Union
● Pampanga
● Metro Manila
● Bacolod
● Cebu
● North-Mindanao
● Dumaguete
● Bulacan

-283,957.21

Other Expenses
(Allowance, HQ rent, 
groceries, electricity, water, 
misc.

Balance Left

-114,819.39

262,000.00



Future Plans and Goals Each 
Chapters 2021
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Future Plans and Goals Each 
Chapters 2021

HAPI LA UNION
Steven Abellera Angelo 

Lead Convenor

Implementation of Environmental Activities

1. Tree planting
2. Coastal Clean up
3. Mangrove planting
4. IEC Campaign
5. GREEN HEAR Project
6. Native Trees Propagation and Rehabilitation

HAPI DUMAGUETE
Angelo L. Tabada

Lead Convenor

1. Continue printing and selling merchandise: 

Continuation of the HAPI Apostate Collection 
T-shirts 25



2. Arts Event: Online event to feature the local art scene, 
artists in Dumaguete, all around Negros Oriental, and 
Siquijor, their artworks, their stories, how they became 
good at their craft and more.

3. Outreach (for orphans): Donate educational materials 
and have interactive discussions as well as essentials 
to the kids in the orphanage. 

4. New T-shirt Line-up (new themes): New 
line-up/designs for HAPI T-shirt merchandise that has 
a connected concept with the Apostle Collection 
T-shirts.

HAPI CAGAYAN DE ORO
Johnny Denden

Lead Convenor

HAPI-NORTHMIN, in 2021, will prioritize creating chapters, 
and make a sustainable project. In relation to chapters, 
creating various chapters in different barangays and 
schools where HAPI could advocate and promote 
secularism. In addition, it would also take an initiative in 
terms of sustainable projects that could benefit its 
members or target community in different areas in the 
said region.
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HAPI BULACAN
Maria Juana Valenzuela

Lead Convenor

Empowering Our Mothers!

Mothers are often the central pillars of their families, and 
yet as women, they continue to face persistent inequality 
and injustice and bear the brunt of poverty.

To overcome poverty, women must be empowered. When 
women are able to improve their lives, they transfer these 
improvements to the lives of their children, families and 
communities.

1. Create database for our mothers and their children.
2. More training that they can use for effective 

parenting.
3. Sustainable Livelihood Program.
4. Self-Care, de-stressing and creating time for self.
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HAPI YOUTH
Donna Darantinao

Ambassador

1. Designation of HAPI Youth Officers to lead all young 
humanists in the country.

2. Stronger Social Media presence to engage netizens on 
humanism and other relevant issues.

3. Creation of activities that focuses on the development 
and mobilization of younger people.

HAPI BACOLOD - JUNIORS
Rayd Espeja

Lead Convenor

1. Member Recruitment (Target members are Junior 
High Schools in Bacolod and Nearby Cities. The hope is 
this initiative will be replicated in other chapters.)

2. Revamping of Social Media (Creating a scheduled 
posts to maintain traffic, creating of daily content)

3. HAPI Merchandise (we will be displaying them in both 
Instagram and on KAPEtalismo)
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4. Creating Calendar of Events
5. 2021 Project Planning
6. HAPI Bacolod Officer Election

HAPI KIDS - Alabang
Jamie Del Rosario Martinez

Lead Convenor

1. Create a consistent schedule for wellness checks for 
the registered children (i.e.; weight charts, general 
check-ups)

2. Monthly programs and drills for fire prevention, 
disaster preparedness, and so on.

3. Reproductive health seminars for the parents
4. LGBTQ+ youth activities 
5. SOGIE talks for the youth in the area
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HAPI JUNIOR
Angie Driskell

Ambassador

1. Aim to replicate programs from HAPI JR – BACOLOD 
and HAPI KIDS – ALABANG across the various chapters

2. Replicate, or consolidate, programs created by HAPI JR 
Ambassador across the various chapters

3. Grow the new chapters in Sta. Cruz, Manila, Caloocan 
City, and Paranaque City

4. Organize events and seminars for both the children 
and parents (health, hygiene, etc.)

5. Possible SOGIE talks for the parents and older children 
(with the permission of parents)

6. Focus on health and wellness (i.e.; monitoring weight, 
general check-ups)

7. Incorporate more mental health activities and 
programs to tackle such topics as bullying, possible 
abuse, stress, anxiety, dealing with the new learning 
platforms, etc. 
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HAPI HAPI BICOL - Sorsogon
Janice Buenaventura

Lead Convenor

1. HAPI YOUTH – BICOL building and growing
2. E- learning & E - Training Program to discuss 

volunteerism, secularism, critical thinking and human 
rights

3. Environmental Conservation & Climate Change 
4. HAPI Bicol Youth Night Camp - E learning & E Training 

Program 
5. Coastal Clean Drive 
6. Possibility of a ‘Reading Room’ 
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2021 Board of Trustees
An organization is only as good as its leaders.

As we gear ourselves for 2021, we welcome new faces in 
the leadership team. The Board recently appointed Javan 
Lev Poblador as HAPI’s new Chief Executive Officer. 

We are also proud to have a new financial team with MJ 
Valenzuela as Chief Finance Officer and Angie Driskell as 
the Auditor. HAPI also welcomes Sean Cross as the new 
Corporate Secretary..

Welcoming other members of the Board are HAPI Youth 
Ambassador Donna Darantinao, HAPI CDO Lead 
Convenor Johnny Denden, and HAPI Jr. Bacolod Lead 
Convenor Rayd Espeja.

By 2021, HAPI aims to create five new additional chapters 
in the country, 100 new dedicated members, and 
impactful programs that are aligned with our vision. We 
endeavor an empowered and active organization. We will 
be going into the new year with strength, to build on our 
accomplishments and to consolidate our positions. We 
are going to move forward in 2021-- together. 32
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Marissa  Torres Langseth Michael Sherman Javan Lev Poblador Maria Juana Valenzuela
Founder Chairman Chief Executive Officer Chief Finance Officer

Sean Cross Angelica Driskell Alvin John Ballares Bryan Valentino
Corporate Secretary Auditor

HAPI Junior Ambassador
WebmasterExternal Liaison Officer

Janice Buenaventura Donna Darantinao Johnny Denden Rayd Espeja
HAPI Youth AmbassadorBicol Lead Convenor CDO Lead Convenor HAPI Jr. - Bacolod Lead 

Convenor



How to support Humanist Alliance 
Philippines, International
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How to support Humanist Alliance 
Philippines, International

DONATIONS
Donate with one of the payment processes provided 
below. We appreciate and welcome your contribution, 
even more so if you would like to specify the project, or 
the project type, that you want us to support on your 
behalf.

BE A MEMBER
Support Humanist Alliance Philippines, International by 
signing up for our ongoing membership. 

VOLUNTEER!
You can also help us by volunteering in our events and 
projects.
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Continue to support us by donating

BPI Family Bank 
Account Name: Humanist Alliance Philippines 
International Inc

Account Number: 00-6083-3810-41

Swift Code: BOPIPHMM

Gcash
Account Name: hapihumanist.org

Account Number: 09292482231
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Continue to support us by donating

Paypal
https//www.paypal.me/hapikami

donate@hapihumanist.org

Paymaya
Mary Jane Quiming

09777773381
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Visit us!

It is also possible for you to visit our headquarters any time 
to see our work and to support projects. You are welcome 
to join us at events to see for yourself how funds are used 
and distributed.

Our national headquarters is located at 078A Looban St. 
Pinagbakahan, City of Malolos, Bulacan.
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Contact Us
Our local address:

078A Looban St., Pinagbakahan, 

City of Malolos, Bulacan, 

Philippines 3000

Contact us via courier or via e-mail:
078A Looban St., Pinagbakahan

City of Malolos, Bulacan 3000

09777773381

09292482231

hapi.membership@gmail.com

hapihumanist.secretariat@gmail.com

Fb: https://www.facebook.com/HAPIkami

Website: hapihumanist.org

39



A wholehearted thank you for your 
generosity.
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